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JAN 22 2010

Chadwick Smith, Principal Chief
Cherokee Nation

P. 0. Box 648

Tahlequah, OK 74465

Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter is to inform you that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
Region 6 is developing a model for the Illinois River watershed. We expect this
modeling effort may lead to the development of one or more Total Maximum Daily
Loads (TMDLs) for the Illinois River and its tributaries. We encourage active
participation from the Cherokee Nation in the development of this TMDL.. To ensure that
the model will be as representative of the watershed as possible, we request your
assistance in providing us all existing and readily available water quality data and/or
studies relevant to the watershed.

In the past weeks, my staff has had discussions with your staff about the modeling
project and upcoming meetings. EPA invites you and your staff to participate in a focus
group meeting to discuss the following: 1) the objectives and scope of the project, 2) data
needs, and 3) existing and ongoing studies in the watershed. The focus group meeting
will be held on February 4, 2010, at 1:00 P.M. in Fort Smith, Arkansas at the Holiday Inn
City Center located at 700 Rogers Avenue. We encourage active participation from the
Cherokee Nation in the development of this TMDL. In addition, EPA also invites you

and your staff to participate in an Illinois River watershed stakeholder meeting at 6:00
P.M. at the same location.

If you have any questions/comments, please feel free to contact me at
(214) 665-7101, or your staff may contact Claudia Hosch of my staff at (214) 665-7170,

Sincerely, ﬁ&\k\r

Mifglel 1. Flores
Director
Water Quality Protection Division
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%, & DALLAS, TX 75202-2733

e 1 2009

Ms. Teresa Marks

Director

Arkansas Department of Environmenta] Quality
3301 Northshore Drive

North Little Rock, AR 72118-3317

Mr. 1. D). Strong

Secretary

Office of the Secretary of the Fnvironment
Post Oftice Box 1677

Oklahoma City, OK 731011677

Dear Ms. Marks and Secretary Strong:

Over the past several months. our apencies have focused considerable aticntion on
nutrient concerns in the Hinois River watershed in northeast Okluhoma and northwest Arkansas.
Without question, the present and future gquality of the Nlinois River, its tributaries, and the water
bodies into which it flows, remain important shared priorities for both Oklahoma and Arkansas,
as well as for the Enviconmental Protection Agency (EPA). While recent permitting aclivitics
involving the Northwest Arkansas Conservation Authority facility have brought heightened
attention to our discussion of water quality concerns in the basin. these most recent discussions
are essentially connected to those which yielded the 2003 “Statement of Joint Principles and
Actions.” Now. as in 2003, we face the challenge of determining how best o manage sources of
nutrients in the watershed.

As we have recently been discussing. over the next 12 (o 18 months, EPA will develop a
scientifically robust model of the lllinois River watershed. incorporating all relevant segments
and nutrient sources in both Arkansas and Oklahoma. EPA's purpose 1 this etfort is to provide
a technically sound basis upon which regulatory and nen-regulatory decisions can be cantidemly
based ~ decisions which will fead 1o reductions of nutrients from hoth point and non-point
sources ol nutrients in the watershed. In short, EPA will undertake to model the 1linois River
watershed as the basis for a water quality restoration plan.

As we move forward with efforts to develop an ilineis River watershed model covering
purtions of Arkansas and Oklahoma. 1 request that you designate technical liaisons with whom
EPA will coordinate closely as we work with our modeling contractor. To ensure that the model
we develop will be as representative of the watershed as possible, EPA requests both States”
assistance in providing all available relevant water quality data to Region 0.
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